During attem pts to substitute the chloride li gand in 1 by azide and to carry out [2 + 3] cycloaddition reaction at the coordinated azide ligand [2 ] we observed insertion of isocyanide into the P d -C bond. These insertion reactions proceed un der mild conditions (20 °C) with substitution of one amine ligand by isocyanide to give the com plexes 2 a -d (Scheme 1). 
The 2,6-bis[(dimethylamino)methyl]phenyl li gand provides the metal centre (M = e.g. Pd, 1) with a set of unusual properties [1 ] .
During attem pts to substitute the chloride li gand in 1 by azide and to carry out [2 + 3] cycloaddition reaction at the coordinated azide ligand [2 ] we observed insertion of isocyanide into the P d -C bond. These insertion reactions proceed un der mild conditions (20 °C) with substitution of one amine ligand by isocyanide to give the com plexes 2 a -d (Scheme 1). Complex 2 c could be characterized by X-ray analysis (Fig. 1) . The unit cell contains two inde pendent molecules. A significant difference is found for the P d -C distances of the P d -C = N (192 pm) and the P d -C = N (198 pm) groups. The Pd atom has a square-type environment (maximal deviation of the angles at Pd from 90° are ± 5°), and the four ligand atoms lie in an ideal plane (sum of angles 360°).
Yamamoto and Yamazaki [4] studied the reac tions of the N,N-dimethylbenzylamine (N, C) com plex 3 with isocyanides which gave insertion products of type 4 (Scheme 2). ing or in the presence of AgBF4 the imine bridged complex 5 instead of a chlorine bridged dimer [4] (Scheme 3).
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The bond lengths in complex 5 ( Fig. 2) are simi lar to those of the comparable imino bridged com plexes Pd4 (//-C(C6 F5 )=NMe]4 (//-Cl)2 (//-MeC0 2 ) 2 [5] and of an analogue of 5, {PdCl[C(=NfBu)C6 H4 (C H 2 SMe)-2]}2, which con tains a thiomethyl group instead of the dimethylamino group [3, 6 ] .
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Experim ental
All reactions were carried out using Schlenk techniques under an atmosphere of nitrogen. IR: Perkin-Elm er 297, Nicolet 520, 5 ZDX. -NMR: Jeol FX 90 Q, GSX 270, EX 400.
C om pounds 2 a -d . To a light green solution of 1 [7] (0,19 g, 0.5 mmol) in dichloromethane (3 cm3) was added the freshly distilled isocyanide (0 . 1 cm3, 1 . 1 mmol isocyanoacetic methylester; 0 . 1 2 cm3, 1 . 1 mmol isocyano acetic ethylester; 0.12 cm3, 1.1 mmol n-butylisocyanide; 0.13 cm3, 1.1 mmol cyclohexylisocyanide). The solutions turned immediately to red. After stirring for 2 0 min the solution was concentrated in vacuo to ca. 2 cm3. Addition of diethylether gave a light yellow precipitate which was washed with diethyl ether and dried in vacuo. The compounds were recrystallized from dichloromethane/hexane. (9 ) 1895 ( 
